
Wednesday, April 13, 2011



Christ Our Savior,
As our Lenten journey brings us closer to Easter, 

we see with a deeper awareness 
our world’s desperate need to experience the healing 

power of your justice and peace.
Make us sacraments of your mercy 

and instruments of your compassion.
Show us how to be better stewards of your people -
through our families, our brothers and sisters with 

whom we share your Eucharist, 
our neighbors, and the stranger. 
Show us how to carry the cross 
so that by dying to ourselves, 

we may give new life to others. 
And strengthen our faith, so that we may proclaim 

your Easter triumph more confidently, 
every day, in word and deed. Amen.



Name

 Family Members

Number of Years at Saint 

Pius





Very weak with little leadership and direction

Register at parish office only

Welcome packet

Initial phone call from Welcoming 

Committee



Stronger with good ideas and goals; still lacking 
direction

Register at parish 
office and after 
all Masses with 
Hospitality 
Ministers

Simplified 
welcome packet

Initial Phone Call 
from Welcoming 
Committee



Stronger with good ideas and goals; still lacking 
direction

New Parishioner 

Gathering held 3 

times per year

Organized by Betsy 

Quinn

 Hosted by various 

groups in the parish



Stronger with good ideas and goals; still lacking 
direction

Mentor Family Program 
Established
 Currently 35 active 

mentor families
 One month prior to NP 

Gathering, M.Fam. are 
asked for availability

 Available M.Fam. are 
paired up with new 
families who RSVP’d YES 
and asked to contact 
new family



Stronger with good ideas and goals; still lacking 
direction

Mentor Family Program 

Established

 Attempted to pair up 

mentors with new 

families of similar size, 

age, occupation, etc.

 After NP Gathering, very 

little follow up from 

M.Fams-although few 

successful connections!



Stronger with good ideas and goals; still lacking 
direction

PROBLEM 1:
 Only new parishioners 

who were welcomed via 
Mentor Family Ministry 
were those who planned 
to attend the Gathering

PROBLEM 2:
 Phone call from M.Fam. 

was duplicating efforts 
of initial phone call from 
Welcoming Committee



Stronger with good ideas and goals; still lacking 
direction

PROBLEM 3:
 Very difficult to match 

families because of so 
many different family 
situations/dynamics

PROBLEM 4:
 Little communication 

from MF Program 
leadership to M.Fam. to 
encourage future contact 
between new families 
and mentor families



Very strong with good leadership and direction!

Improved availability 
of registration 
opportunities after 
Masses 
 Better training of HMs

Improved Welcome 
Packets
 More dynamic and 

continually updated by 
committee of volunteers



Very strong with good leadership and direction!

Elimination of multiple ministries 

trying to achieve same goals



Very strong with good leadership and direction!

 A more organized approach of welcoming 
under one umbrella

New Parishioner 
Welcome

A Subcommittee of 
the Evangelization 

Team

Betsy Quinn

Mentor Family 
Program

Christine Grove

New Parishioner 
Gathering

Patty Brady

Lisa Langfeldt

Rachel Oppman

Elizabeth Urbanski

Welcome Packets

Jon & Leta Nielsen



Very strong with good leadership and direction!

More personal contact 
with new parishioners
 Individualized letters to 

appropriate age groups
 Ages 0-4: Kids of the Kingdom

 Ages 4-11: Activity Page & 
Kid’s Envelopes Request Form

 Ages 12-18: Youth Group

 Ages 20-40: Young Adults 
Group

 Ages 40+: Christ Renews His 
Parish

 Ages 65+: Senior Group 



Very strong with good leadership and direction!

Improved Mentor Family Ministry 

providing the tools needed to help 

bring our newest members into our 

great parish!



Understand the importance of welcoming 

and hospitality in our parish community

 Desire to have all parishioners, new and old, 

feel connected to the parish

 The more connected we become, the more 

we feel we belong.

 This sense of belonging, or engagement, 

eventually leads to spiritual commitment.

 Our parish comes alive with a true sense of 

community and faith!



To establish an initial relationship with 

assigned New Parishioner Family via some 

form of personal contact within 2-4 

weeks of parishioner joining

 Mentor family assignments will be made the 

first week of every month in alphabetical 

order (will not match family dynamics)



To establish an initial relationship with 

assigned New Parishioner Family via some 

form of personal contact within 2-4 

weeks of parishioner joining

 Mentor family should make contact within 

one week of assignment.

 First attempts should be via phone call.  If no 

response after 3 attempts, at different times of 

day, send a personal note via US mail or email.

 Suggested Phone Script will be provided.



To establish an initial 

relationship with assigned 

New Parishioner Family via 

some form of personal 

contact within 2-4 weeks 

of parishioner joining

 Consider inviting new family 

to meet up for a few 

minutes after Mass or for 

Donut Sunday/Pancake 

Breakfast.



To establish an initial 

relationship with assigned 

New Parishioner Family 

via some form of personal 

contact within 2-4 weeks 

of parishioner joining

 Inform new parishioner of 

next NP Gathering and ask 

that they save the date.



To attend New 

Parishioner Gather 

with assigned family 

(Upcoming Dates: May 

22, September 25, late 

January TBD)

 After RSVPs are received 

from New Parishioners, 

mentor families will be 

notified either way if 

their assigned family 

plans to attend NP 

Gathering.



 IF YES, mentor family should plan to 

attend NP and contact new family to 

let them know that you will meet up 

at 5:30 Sunday Mass or at 6:30 

dinner (Mentor families are welcome 

to attend Site Tour, but not required)
 If something comes up and mentor family cannot 

attend NP Gathering, the M.Fam. should find a 

“SUB” for that night from the M.Fam. Ministry 

list.  However, this should be avoided if at all 

possible!



 IF NO, mentor family does not need 

to attend NP Gathering.



To continue to invite 

and engage assigned 

New Parishioner 

Family into the life 

of the parish!



 Mentor Family Coordinator will contact you to 

remind you to invite new parishioners to upcoming 

parish events and to inform them of logistics of 

important liturgial events. (Invites will depend on 

the dynamics of the new family!)

 Christmas and Easter Masses, Parish Picnic, Christmas Party, 

Dinner Dance, Trivia Night, Christ Renews His Parish 

Retreats, May Crowning, etc.



 Mentor Families should encourage new members 

to become active in ministry at Saint Pius.

 We hope that as good stewards of God’s gifts and through 

sharing of their time, talent, and treasure, the parish will 

soon feel like their own.



 Invite new members to join ministries in which your family 

is currently involved.



 Continue to maintain 

communication lines open 

in whichever way feels 

comfortable with the new 

family.

 Phone

 US Mail

 Email

 Arranged get-togethers



Mentor Family 

Checklist



 We hope you consider 

becoming a part of this 

vital ministry in our parish. 

 If you are interested, 

please fill out the 

Commitment Form and 

leave with me tonight.

 If you think you need more 

time to think about your 

family’s involvement, 

please do and let me know 

within the next week.  



“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my 

spirit rejoices in God my Savior for has looked 

with favor on his lowly servant...” –Luke 1:46-48

In this Gospel reading, Mary, God’s first steward is 

overjoyed that the Lord has called her. Mary 

considers herself a lowly servant and possibly 

felt she really had no gifts to offer at her young 

age. However, God is good!  He calls each one of 

us no matter our age, no matter our skills or 

knowledge and He puts his complete trust in us 

to do His work.




